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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 10-26-2009 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because the entries do not include 
dates. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein 
has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re- 
submission of any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement 
or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes 
of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the 
statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). 
See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. D'Ambrosio on 2-15-2010 and 2-23-2010. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1-27, 29-31 and 38-40 are cancelled, with claims 20, 23 and 30 cancelled 
in by this examiner's amendment. 

The remaining claims are replaced or added as follows: 

28. (Currently Amended) A measuring device for process technology, 
to be used in measurement and/or cleaning and/or calibration installations in the 
area of process automation, for measuring pH-values and/or redox potentials 
and/or other process parameters, comprising: 

a central unit; 
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a central transmission line; 

at least one measurement module connected to said central unit by said 
central transmission line for transferring a data signal over said central 
transmission line from said central unit to said measurement module; 

a multiplexer; and 

a selection line associated with each measurement module for connecting 
its associated measurement module to said central unit and to said 
multiplexer^;]] i wherein: 

each measurement module is selectable by said central unit by a one of 
said , selection tine lines ; 

said central transmission line and the selection line being different lines; 

each measurement module having a module transmission Sine connecting 
the measurement modules with inputs of said multiplexer; 

the multiplexer having an output, which is conectable with said central unit; 

and 

said multiplexer is controllable via said selection lines. 

32. (Currently Amended) An operating method for a measuring device 
for process technology, to be used in measurement and/or cleaning and/or 
calibration installations in the area of process automation, for measuring pH- 
values and/or redox potentials and/or other process parameters, having a central 
unit, a multiplexer and a plurality of measurement modules connected with the 
central unit; comprising the steps of: 

providing a selection line for each measurement module connecting the 
plurality of measurement modules to the central unit; 

selecting a measurement module by the central unit and an associated 
selection line; 
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utilizing data sent from the centra! unit over the a central transmission line 
only in the measurement module selected by means of the associated selection 
line; and 

controlling the multiplexer by the selection lines such that data transmitted 
over a module transmission line of the selected module are forwarded via the 
multiplexer to the central unit. 

33. (Previously presented) A measuring device for process technology, to 
be used in measurement and/or cleaning and/or calibration installations in the 
area of process automation, for measuring pH-values and/or redox potentials 
and/or other process parameters, comprising: 

a plurality of measurement modules; 

a central unit; 

a multiplexer; 

a plurality of selection lines; and 
a central transmission line, wherein: 

ail said measurement modules are connected to said central unit by said 
central transmission line for transferring a data signal over said central 
transmission line from said central unit to all measurement modules; 

each measurement module is assigned its own selection line connecting 
the measurement module to said central unit, 

each measurement module is selectable by said central unit by said 
selection line, wherein only the measurement module selected by the central unit 
by the selection line assigned to it utilizes the data signal transmitted from the 
central unit over the central transmission line; 

said central transmission line and the selection line being different lines; 
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each measurement module having a module transmission line connecting 
the measurement modules with inputs of said multiplexer, the multiplexer having 
an output, which is connectable with the central unit; and 

said multiplexer is controllable via said selection lines. 

34. {Previously presented) The measuring device according to claim 33, 
wherein: 

the selection lines assigned to each measurement module acts also on 
said multiplexer for controlling said multiplexer. 

35. (Previously presented) The measuring device according to claim 33, 
wherein: 

several measurement modules are selectable simultaneously by means 
of the selection lines assigned to each of said measurement modules, so that 
said several measurement modules can simultaneously receive and utilize a data 
signal sent from the central unit on said central transmission line. 

36. (Previously presented) The measuring device according to claim 35, 
wherein: 

said multiplexer is configured such that none of the inputs connected with 
said module transmission lines of the measurement modules is forwarded to the 
output of said multiplexer and thus to said central unit as soon as more than one 
selection line is activated. 

37. (Previously presented) The measuring device according to claim 33, 
wherein: 

all measurement modules receive the data transmitted from said central 
unit over said central transmission line simultaneously. 
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41 . (Previously presented) The operating method according to claim 32, 
wherein: 

different measuring modules are selected for different selection times periodically 
by the central unit. 

42. (Previously presented) The operating method according to claim 41, 
wherein: 

the selection times are changed, 

43. (New) An operating method for a measuring device for process 
technology, to be used in measurement and/or cleaning and/or calibration 
installations in the area of process automation, for measuring pH-values and/or 
redox potentials and/or other process parameters, having a central unit, and a 
plurality of measurement modules connected with the central unit, comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a selection line for each measurement module connecting 
the plurality of measurement modules to the central unit; 

transmitting data from the central unit over a central transmission 
line to all measurement modules; 

selecting a measurement module by the central unit and an 
associated selection line; 

utilizing data sent from the central unit over the central transmission 
line only in the measurement module selected by means of the associated line; 
and 

controlling a multiplexer by the selection lines such that data 
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transmitted over a module transmission line of the selected measurement module 
are forwarded via the multiplexer to the central unit, wherein; 

different measuring modules are selected for different selection 
lines periodically by the central unit; and the selection times are changed. 

44. (new) The operating method as claimed in claim 43, wherein: 

the measurement modules are periodically selected by the central unit. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 28, 32-37, and 41-44 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 28 recites, "a multiplexer; and a selection line associated with each 
measurement module for connecting its associated measurement module to said 
central unit and to said multiplexer, wherein; each measurement module is selectable 
by said central unit by one of said selection lines; said central transmission line and the 
selection lines being different lines; each measurement module having a module 
transmission line connecting the measurement modules with inputs of said multiplexer; 
the multiplexer having an output, which is connectable with said central unit; and said 
multiplexer is controllable via said selection lines". This feature, combined with 
additional claimed subject matter, overcomes the prior art of record. 

Claim 32 recites, "providing a selection line for each measurement module 
connection the plurality of measurement modules to the central unit; selecting a 
measurement module by the central unit and an associated selection line; utilizing data 
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sent from the central unit over a central transmission line only in the measurement 
module selected by means of the associated selection line; and controlling the 
multiplexer by the selection lines such that data transmitted over a module transmission 
line of the selected module are forwarded via the multiplexer to the central unit". This 
feature, combined with additional claimed subject matter, overcomes the prior art of 
record. 

Claim 33 recites, "all said measurement modules are connected to said central 
unit by said central transmission line for transferring a data signal over said central 
transmission line from said central unit to all measurement modules; each measurement 
module is assigned its own selection line connecting the measurement module to said 
central unit, each measurement module is selectable by said central unit by said 
selection line, wherein only the measurement module selected by the central unit by the 
selection line assigned to it utilizes the data signal transmitted from the central unit over 
the central transmission line; said central transmission line and the selection line being 
different lines; each measurement module having a module transmission line 
connecting the measurement modules with inputs of said multiplexer, the multiplexer 
having an output, which is connectable with the central unit; and said multiplexer is 
controllable via said selection lines". This feature, combined with additional claimed 
subject matter, overcomes the prior art of record. 

Claim 43 recites, "providing a selection line for each measurement module 
connecting the plurality of measurement modules to the central unit; transmitting data 
from the central unit over a central transmission line to all measurement modules; 
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selecting a measurement module by the central unit and an associated selection line; 
utilizing data sent from the central unit over the central transmission line only in the 
measurement module selected by means of the associated line; and controlling a 
multiplexer by the selection lines such that data transmitted over a module transmission 
line of the selected measurement module are forwarded via the multiplexer to the 
central unit, wherein; different measuring modules are selected for different selection 
lines periodically by the central unit; and the selection times are changed". This feature, 
combined with additional claimed subject matter, overcomes the prior art of record. 

U.S. Patent 4,864,845 to Chandler et al disclose in figure 7 a decoder, ref. 109, 
with outputs used to select between multiple sensors, but does not disclose the use of a 
multiplexer. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Cherry whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2272. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew A. Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-2312. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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